
50 years of 
transformative 
possibilities.  
One partnership.
For most organizations, global 
turbulence today means big 
challenges for tomorrow. The 
smartest move? Team up with 
the world’s top foresight experts. 

Uncertain about the future?  
Get proven foresight from IFTF’s diverse research labs.

Unable to navigate risks and set strategic priorities? 
Future-proof your strategies. Strengthen your leadership abilities. 

Don’t want to “go it alone”? 
Tap the collective intelligence of a forward-thinking network.

Can’t agree on a path forward? 
Use IFTF’s expertise to align your team—and your organization— 
with emerging opportunities.

Why Institute for the Future?
For more than 50 years, Institute for the Future has helped companies, 
governments, and individuals think creatively and pragmatically about  
the future. It achieves this by developing tools and methodologies that  
guide and accelerate the transformation of long-term foresight into  
practical, near-term insight. 

As a Future 50 partner, 
you’ll receive:

›› Specialized expertise  
from the world’s leading  
foresight organization

›› Guidance for preparing  
your organization to thrive in 
times of global turbulence

›› Valuable resources including 
toolkits, workshops, maps  
of the future, personal guides, 
networking events, and more

›› A strategic foresight workshop 
and IFTF guide to help you 
build the capacity to anticipate 
and act on the future

Institute for the Future provides strategic foresight and unique visions of transformative possibilities to future-smart  
organizations. IFTF’s Future 50 partnership offers research-based perspectives, global expertise, signals of change,  
and specialized data to help organizations transform urgent foresight into actionable insight.



An alliance of visionaries in an age of volatility. 
IFTF’s Future 50 partners invest in critical research, enlightened facilitation, 
and strategic experimentation to shape the future of a world in flux.

Future 50 partners receive: 
 › IFTF Foresight Guide—a designated staff researcher 
with trend-tracking expertise to match your strategic 
priorities with IFTF resources; your point-person 
throughout the partnership

 › Strategic Foresight Workshop—an immersive  
one-day workshop that introduces the fundamentals 
of futures thinking to your organization and explores 
its strategic priorities

 › Strategic Foresight Toolkit—a unique set of 
scenarios and processes for navigating challenges 
and seizing opportunities 

 › Futures Map—a forward-looking, easy-to-read visual 
guide of the next ten years 

 › Cutting-Edge Future Insights—priority access to 
IFTF’s up-to-the-minute research via lab reports, 
maps, videos, and Artifacts from the Future™

 › Signals Reports—the latest perspectives and  
signals from front-line experts in emerging 
technologies, health, food, and youth

 › Ten-Year Forecast Summit—IFTF’s annual signature 
event, a thought-provoking immersion on the critical 
dilemmas and emerging opportunities of the coming 
decade, featuring exclusive Future 50 sessions for 
networking and insight-sharing

 › Partner Platform—online access to current and 
past IFTF research and forecasts, including reports, 
scenarios, videos, and other proprietary materials

 › Future Now—our annual magazine, filled with 
provocative articles on the latest ideas from IFTF  
and its network of collaborators

Across sectors and around the world,  
IFTF research labs anticipate  

the critical zones of innovation  
and potential disruption.
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A broad scan. A deep dive.
The Future 50 partnership opens with a broad scan of today’s turbulent landscape and the challenges it creates for 
our partner organizations. Then it dives deep, drawing from IFTF’s more than 50 years of futures- and sector-focused 
research to outline the necessary foresight for navigating it. Each year, IFTF contextualizes that deep dive by focusing  
on a particular futures lens. For 2019 that lens on the future is power.

The Age of Distributed Superpowers
Ours is an age of superpowers: an era when power is 
wielded by more organizations, more networks, and  
more individuals than ever before. Today, global reach  
is as accessible to market-leading institutions as it is 
to teenagers. Each opportunity is monetized faster 
than the last, every vulnerability exploited more quickly. 
Markets and supply chains have grown more efficient  
and interconnected; cities larger and more diverse;  
tools better and cheaper to make.

Yet around the world, economic disparity widens; politics 
remains divided and distrusted. Global temperatures 
steadily rise. The ten-year horizon promises new and 
growing powers—powers with the potential to bolster 
global prosperity and catalyze global conflict.  
For better and for worse, change is the status quo.

 › Emerging technologies will empower some to  
create things that never before existed—and persuade 
others to believe things that never happened.

 › Economic transformations will empower us  
to build new institutions and dismantle others that 
have existed for centuries.

 › Demographic and cultural swings will empower  
us to break from established norms and promote  
bold new narratives.

Yet with extreme power comes the potential for extreme 
consequence. As climate change, automation, and 
disruptions to normal life spur more frequent and 
pressing disarray, they create the possibility for high-risk 
scenarios. Some are inevitable: mere extensions of the 
volatility that defines our current era.

Diving deeper into these power struggles, IFTF looks for 
creative and sometimes counterintuitive pathways through 
this turbulent time, as well as for power plays—bold 
examples of realistic optimism—that can guide us away from 
panicked reactions that may make the future more chaotic.

“ This coming period of historic uncertainty 
will rattle the business practices of the past, 
invite new opportunities to align our mutual 
self-interest, and redefine the role large 
organizations can —and will—play as our global 
societies adapt to the new superpowers.

—Dylan Hendricks, IFTF Research Director

IFTF scours the world for the best examples of these 
power plays: new markets and ecosystems, new 
organizational frameworks, new structures, new strategic 
opportunities and imperatives. We do this to help our 
Future 50 partners cultivate and responsibly wield the 
superpowers of the twenty-first century.



INSTITUTE FOR THE FUTURE is the world’s leading futures-thinking organization. For over 50 years, businesses, 
governments, and social impact organizations have depended upon IFTF global forecasts, custom research, and 
foresight training to navigate complex change and develop world-ready strategies. IFTF methodologies and toolsets 
yield uncommonly coherent views of transformative possibilities across all sectors that together support a more 
sustainable future. Institute for the Future is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Palo Alto, California.

PARTNER WITH IFTF

For more information about becoming  
a Future 50 partner, please contact:

Sean Ness    sness@iftf.org | 650.233.9517

The Future 50: an opportunity to harness foresight.
Put IFTF’s more than five decades of futures research and expertise to work. 
Steer the enterprise, foundation, nonprofit, or agency towards the future it 
wants, not one that occurs by chance. IFTF’s mission is to ready the world 
to create a better future by infusing the present with visions of transformative 
possibilities. What’s yours?

iftf.org/Future50

IFTF’s Future 50 
partnership serves 

many of the 
 world’s leading 

organizations, 
including:


